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GET ANIMATED 
A century of Disney 

◄ 'We love being a part of that

Disney heritage,' says John 

Lasseter, the director of 'Toy Story' 

and creative mastermind of Pixar 

Studios. 'Pete Docter[directorof 

"Monsters, Inc") and I are both doing 

what we do because of Walt Disney's 

work. He took this novelty­

animation, which was considered a 

penny-arcade entertainment- and 

saw the art that could be in it. So 

when he was doing" Snow White and 

the Seven Dwarfs", there were 

people all around telling him there 

was no way someone would sit 

through an animated cartoon that's 

an hour and a half long-"Disney's 

folly", they called it. But Walt trained 

these artists and raised the quality of 

his films to an incredible level. And it 

was the Number One movie in 1938, 

changing the industry. There are 

strong parallels between "Toy Story" 

and "Snow White", both the first of 

their kind. We had people saying the 

same thing about computer 

animation, that audiences wouldn't 

watch a feature's worth of it. They 

didn't look beyond to the potential it 

had.' Nick Bradshaw 

'100 Years of Magic: The Art of Walt 

Disney' is at the Barbican from Fri 

until Jan 3. See Film listings. 
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